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read, he proposed that they should be postponed to a future day when 
the author might be present. 
The meeting then adjourned. 



Mabch 5th, 1867. 

T. Bbndtshe, Esq., M.A., V.P., iisr the Chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following members were elected: — John Ferguson, Esq., 19, 
Mecklenburgh Square ; Dr. Patey, Eipon ; Washington Downing, 
Esq., 29, Gumming Street, Pentonville. 

Corresponding Member. — Professor Jeffries Wyman, Boston, United 
States. 

Local Secretary. — Stephen Webb, Esq., M.D., 23rd Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers, for Jubbulpore, Deccan. 

The following presents were received, and thanks voted for the 
same : — 

The Museum. 
From H. G. Williams, Esq., F.A.S.L. — Stone axe from the Madera 

River, Brazil. 

The Library. 
From the Author. — New Readings of the Motto of the Prince of 

Wales. By Dr. W. Bell. 
From T. Bendyshe, Esq., M.A., V.P. A.S.L.— Works of Apollonius of 

Tyana. By Albert Reville. 

Treasury of Botany. By Moore and Lindley. 

Treasury of Bible Knowledge. By Rev. J. Ayre. 

Biographical Treasury. By S. Maunder. 

Popular Account of Australia. 

Last Words of Eminent Persons. By Joseph Kaines. 

History of Slavery in Massachusetts. By G. H. Moore. 

School Atlas of Classical Geography. By Keith Johnston, Esq. 

On Democracy. By J. H. Partridge, Esq. 

Life of General T. J. Jackson. By Dabney. 

Prometheus Bound of iEschylus. By A. Webster. 

ii K. R. H. Mackenzie, Esq., F.A.S.L. — Woman and Her Wants. 

By Madame Caplin. 

The Comet. By Captain Morrison. 

Christian Mythology Unveiled. By Anonymous. 

Catalogue of Egyptian Antiquities. By Sir Charles Nicholson. 

Cutaneous Diseases. By John Wilson. 

Dr. Hunt announced that they had received from the Belgian 
Minister of the Interior, in reply to a letter addressed to him, a com- 
munication, which would be read. 

The Chairman explained that the Society had expended several 
sums in promoting the investigation of certain remains in Belgium, 
which had, or were thought to have, an important bearing on the an- 
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tiquity of man, and the present communication was in reply to a re- 
port upon tlieni. 

The Director read an extract of a letter from the Belgian Minister 
of the Interior, M. Alphonse Vandenpeerenhoom, as follows : — 

"I have received the obliging letter which you have done me the 
honour to send me, in the name of the Anthi-opological Society of 
London, relative to the excavations made by M. Ed. Dupont, under 
the patronage of the Belgian Government, in the caverns on the banks 
of the Lesse. I have observed with satisfaction the flattering appre- 
ciation which has been given on the part of the delegates of the An- 
thropological Society to the results already arrived at. 

" I beg you to believe that in any analogous case I shall be charmed 
to afford to the honourable savants of England facilities to pursue 
their praiseworthy and fruitful investigation." 

The following letter from Mr. J. P. Moms was read by Mr. Blake : — 

"I have forwarded to-day one vertebra, one atlas, and one clavicle, 

from the Ure pits. Before washing the skull I found upon it a small 

tuft of short brown hair, a portion of which I sent to Pruner-Bey for 

microscopic examination. 

"I should like to know why you ascribe to the skull a pre-Celtic 
origin; because I am of opinion that it does not differ very much from 
some of the inhabitants of a neighbouring district who are here popu- 
larly called Kirkby Boundheads on account of their very brachy- 
cephalic type — but this is a point I am now directing my attention to, 
and in a short time I may be able to send some measurements." 

Keferring to the same skull, the following letter was read from Dr. 
Beigel : — 

"The skull from Ulverstone is doubtlessly of considerable interest, 
but to determine whether the impression (not flatness) to be seen in 
the projective direction of the sagittal suture, be natural or artificial, 
seems a diificult task. Pruner-Bey has already pointed to the im- 
portance of verifying, first of all, if the position of the skull and the 
weight of the superincumbent earth and other materials have not been 
able to produce such an aberrant form and exaggerated brachyce- 
phalism. 

"Drs. Gosse, Davis, and Thurnam think that the impression has 
probably been produced by an unyielding cradle-board. 'The ancient 
Britons were, to a great extent, a nomadic people, and probably enough 
used a solid and flat cradle, on which their infants might be secured 
to the back and safely transported from place to place.' 

"Firstly, I do not think the cradle to be a furniture for nomadic 
people. But if the impression on the skull should be due to the use 
of an unyielding cradle-board, another impression would be seen on 
another spot of the cranium as the point of counter-pressure. One 
could say the counter-pressure may have acted upon the trunk or 
limbs. True, but there is no evidence for that assumption. 

"The impression on the skull is so symmetrical that to my mind it 
seems highly probable to be rather natural than artificially produced. 
From the 3 shape of the sixth cervical vertebra — provided there be no 
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doubt about its belonging to the same individual — it seems not im- 
probable that the individual had a scoliosis, i.e., a curvature of the 
spine, in which case deformities of the skull are very often associated 
with the deformity of the spinal column. This hypothesis, I think, is 
at least equally probable as the cradle-hypothesis." 

The Chairman, in commenting on these communications, remarked 
that as to the ancient Britons being a nomadic people that must be 
taken in a limited sense, for there could have been but few open spaces, 
and, although we were told of their careering in war chariots, such 
operations must have been extremely confined. With regard to the 
skulls, it was certainly doubtful if the particular formation noticed 
were produced by having been put in childhood to rest upon some 
hard unyielding substance as was done with Indian children for facility 
of carriage. But the subject had better, perhaps, be discussed after 
Dr. Thurnam, who had come from Devizes for the purpose, had read 
his paper upon ancient British skulls. 

The following paper was then read : — ■ 

Further- Researches and Observations on the Two Principal Forms of 
Ancient British Skulls. By Dr. J. Thurnam. 
[The paper will appear at length in the Memoirs of the Society.] 

ABSTRACT. 

Referring to his former paper (Memoirs, vol. i, pj3. 120, 459), the 
author remarked, that the general connexion of the two differing 
ancient British skull-forms, with two differing forms of tumulus, had 
appeared to him sufficiently curious to be summed up in a convenient 
antithetic formula, thus, — long barrows, long skulls; round barrows, 
round or slwrt skidls. At the same time, h e was quite aware of apparent 
exceptions to this proposition, and was fully prepared for greater 
ones than had then been observed. As to the round barrows, he had 
expressly stated, that it was "evident that, unless the earlier race had 
been suddenly exterminated by the succeeding one, a mixture of inter- 
ments and a mixture of the two types were to have been expected" 
(p. 128, also p. 150). It is for the first part of his proposition, or long 
barrows, long skulls, that the author makes any claim, as an original 
observer. He believes that he has established for that part of Eng- 
land to which his researches apply, viz., Wiltshire and Gloucester- 
shire, the connexion between long barrows and dolichocephalic skulls. 
He has now opened more than twenty of these remarkable grave- 
mounds, and in not one of them has he found, in the primary place 
of interment, a brachy cephalic skull. As to the second part of the 
proposition, or roimd oarrmvs, round skulls, he had formulated the 
common experience of British craniologists, all of whom had main- 
tained that the prevailing ancient British skull-type, and consequently 
that of the round barrows, is brachycephalous. 

Dr. Thurnam exhibited a table of measurements of seventy skulls 
from the round barrows, twenty-five of which are engraved and de- 
scribed in Crania* Britannica, forty-one are in the Bateman Museum, 



